Figure 1
Figure 2 Date palm (Phoenix dactylifera) occupies about 54% of the cultivated area in Oman (MAF, 2004 (Fig. 1c, c' ). Suckers inoculated with conidial suspensions showed root rot and wilting three to five weeks after inoculation (Fig. 1d) . C. radicicola was re-isolated from all of the infected tissues on PDA. C. radicicola is reported to cause black scorch in Kuwait under drought and salinity conditions (Suleman et al., 2001) . Similarly it has been isolated from diseased palms showing chlorotic and wilted leaves, necrosis of roots and lower crown portions in South Africa (Linde & Smit, 1999) . In Oman, prolonged drought, increased water salinity and inadequate date palm management are thought to be predisposing trees to the infection. This is the first report of C. radicicola associated with diseased date palms in Oman.
